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A t  some time on October 25 or 26, 1980, the 523-foot-long U. S. freighter 
SS POET disappeared in the North Atlantic Ocean about 500 nautical miles east of 
Delaware Bay. No distress signal was heard from the POET, and no trace of the ship 
or i ts  34-person crew has been found. The estimated loss for the ship and its cargo 
was $4,250,000. A/ 

The Safety Board believes that there is a need for improvement and 
consolidation of t h e  Coast Guard's AMVER 2/ system and the USMER 3/ system 
operated by the U. S. Maritime Administration (MARAD) of the U. S. Department of 
Commerce for U. %-flag vessels. This accident highlights several problems that are . 
common to  both systems and a duplication of effort in part by both agencies and the 
U. S. Navy. The Safety Board recognizes that  the two systems were deveIoped for 
different purposes. AMVER is a voluntary system for search and rescue and USMER 
is a mandatory system for mobilization of t h e  U. S. merchant fleet. However, both 
systems compile the same information for U. S. ships and enter the same information 
in two separate computers. Neither the Navy nor the Coast Guard determines if t h e  
MARAD-required position data on U. S. ships is being submitted regularly. MARAD, 
which does not directly use the data, checks every 3 months and writes letters to  
owners if their ships are not complying with the mandatory USMER reporting 
requirements. The Safety Board believes that the  Coast Guard, MARAD, and the 
Navy should try to  consolidate the compilation of position data on IJ. S. ships so that 
only one agency needs to  store the information. 

- 1/ For more detailed information, read Marine Accident Report--"Disappearance of 
U. S. Freighter SS POET in North Atlantic Ocean about October 25, 1980" 

- 21 An international Automated Mutual-Assistance Vessel Rescue System. 
- 31 U. S. Merchant Vessel Locator Filing System. 
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